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End of the road 

for 3 travelling 
families’ homes 


Diggers move in to smash illegal 
caravans on Hovefields site 



■ Question dm* - poke* officer* talk to a lad found « a caravan 


NO NONSENSE bailiff and 
police learns descended on 
Basildon's second biggest 
Illegal traveller site as day 
broke 

The tight of police and 
heavy machinery hat become 
a familiar tight at Hovefields 
Drive, at Hastldon Count it 
drive* lo reclaim m«'ii lirli 
sites when the courts allow It 
The clearance of three plots, 
estimated to cost £30.000. 
began at 7am and wai the 
camp's third eviction 
Huge diggers made light 
work of the portable building* 
including a mobile home, 
lorry trader, and wash room 
reducing them to rubble The 
smell of alcohol hung in the 
air as beer cans exploded 
Hardcore was ripped up and 
earth was dug over 
Travellers from neighbour 
mg plots, which recently won 
a four year reprieve, watched 
in dismay 

A middle-aged Irish man 
said his boy had been too 
scared to go to school because 
he feared his home would be 
next He said: "Look at the 
mess. It is just rubble with bits 
of metal sticking out It is not 
safe for our children 
There are English people 
with more mobiles on their 
plots than allowed, but the 
council takes no action If we 
pull just a caravan on they 
want to rip it off I just want to 
stay here as long as they will 
leave us." 

Jill Walsh, S3, a settled real 
dent hum Minefields Avenue, 
•aid "I am pleased something 
Is happening again at long 


■ By JON AUSTIN 

last, but we still have a long 
way logo 

"Although part af the site la 
now dear there are still too 
many occupied plots for my 
liking " 

Basildon Pottos Hup Utunn 

with each operation, but must 
ensure we do not pet campla 
cent as there u always the risk 
of something unexpected “ 

One plot at part of the site, 
thought to be empty housed 
two youths in s ramshackle 
mobile home 

One of them fled before 
police quizzed the other, a 
scruffy 16 year-old from 
Brighton, who said he was 
dossing fur a few days He was 
not thought to be a traveller 
Police have previously been 
called to the site follow mg alio 
gat ions of unlawful imprison 
roenL 

The youngster was arrested 
on suspicion of theft when a 
stolen DVD player and mobile 
phone were found. 

Used syringes were stresm 
behind the mobile with empty 
beer cans and remains of 
fires 

Due to an apparent council 
blunder bailiffs were unable to 
demolish one of the plots and 
instead mounded earth 
around it to prevent the ousted 
family's return 
The council had failed to 
update a 1996 enforcement 
order which allowed the 


removal of caravans - but not 
mobile homes 


New faces witness 
site’s destruction 


RIOT police were on standby, 
focused on a group of trav 
ellers who had recently 
pulled on to empty plots at 
the site. 

Around 30 officer* look 
part In the operation, with a 
email learn specifically keep 
Ing an rye on nine new cara 

\.in» 

At a H 10am brirfing at 
Basildon Police Station. Insp 
Phil Whitehead warned nffl 
errs faced an 'unknown 
risk". 

He said "W’e have not been 
able to establish who the* 
are or whal (hey are about. 
mi ihi* puses an unknown 
risk and we want uffVrri* in 
ronrentrale efforts on that 


"We do not want them 
Interfering." 

Mr Whitehead said offl 
errs faced other dangers 
including dogs, pot boles, 
raw sewage and exposed 
electricity cables 

Despite the concern the 
latest arrivals, who had trs 
eral children and small dogs, 
jii-i watched guinli 
At curding to a traveller they 
were just passing through 
Basildon Police Supt 
Glenn Caton said officers 
would gather intelligence 
from the group to establish 
more shout who the* s tr» 

arrest warrants may be 
served 



Ptclurms JON AUSTIN 


Mum says court 
ruling 'ridiculous' 


Ml H OF SIX Christina (TBrim 
wauitod bulptessly •> bulldui 
er% arrived to batrtcatlr tun 

bom* 

The Inah travsll*. was w*m 
•Vnv iu%ntl along #ith he* chi I 
tlii't t from the pb>t ahr imuom! 
Inmnuumn 

Sm> wn she IS MM ivampMl 
into • tingle caravan with ibe 
lilbfcen «m a neat b> plo* at iha 
fnrr Sam put ut thr site 
fU*J 1* tart urn- iwnmad 

in 1 /vUuul f Kir wwaka ago as •** 
wuid no l> sign .opr with thr 
ongoing legal tusate 
Hnause 4 an appamni Wun 
dm by ftaviMunCounrii bstltftk 
KHiUt uni\ ad on a Id *nhmr- 
win <<rdr. «b» h meant bet 
in<.t»ij« boats and washroom 
muirt mil hr imvoad 
I'ismert nurtb ai«mnit- wrr* 
Mi tb ufi amiuul ttt* ptet tv 40b 


aiylaxl m the cwunrU tar hou* 
mg but rtorv itdtoead m Hw 
dtm t aifn tv want to know N»*» 
■ha Gypsy Council is hafcnng u» 

gal a Wdr* nf the (tension 
-The other patpii who aw 
sated got (out vwarv but we wnv 
lumad i town tersu* aui pus 
i was tor dual »w uf the ssttlsd 
paupk l< ewni tidlrulmta 
A I the mornoni ww an. having 
to go lr> Wn kJurd Swimming 
PnJ tar ahowers 

tnui cd my children are at 
local ti htrUa >Mw wow to rol 
tec.' M> (laugh tm Homo has a 
■a-wrv .left pwltei ami Mill need* 
U ■■(HW in Lusoluu hut item 
hint no inniMih' for u% Mv 
•teugiit.i faiuna Ut tarn tent so 
defwvw»«t due to this *he has 
lust two Stone and a* mbs Jnat 
at* amts KtJt same, now 

’Wb I Ml w Ibw> wsn -igatiiu 
but ssp iig tnt* is still a hombk 




